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NYS Visual Arts Standards
1st grade

CR  
Creating 

VA:Cr1.1.K  
a. Engage in 
exploration and 
imaginative play 
with materials.  

VA:Cr1.2.K  
a. Engage 
collaboratively in 
creative 
artmaking in 
response to an 
artistic problem.  

VA:Cr2.1.K 
a. Through 
experimentation, 
build skills in 
various media 
and artmaking 
approaches. 

VA:Cr2.2.K 
a. identify safe 
art materials, 
tools and 
equipment. 

VA:Cr2.3.K 
a. Note 
similarities and 
differences of 
objects through 
drawings, 
diagrams, 
sculptures, or 
other visual 
means.  

VA:Cr3.1.K 
a. reflect on and 
explain the 
process of 
making art. 

PR 
Processing 

VA:Pr4.1.K  
a. Identify 
reasons for 
saving and 
displaying 
objects, artifacts, 
and artwork. 

VA:Pr5.1.K 
a. Explain the 
purpose of a 
portfolio or 
collection. 

VA:Pr6.1.K 
a. Explain what 
an art museum is 
and distinguish 
how an art 
museum is 
different from 
other buildings. 

   

Re  
Responding 

VA:Re7.1.K 
a. Identify uses of 
art within one’s 
personal 
environment.  

VA:Re7.2.K 
a. Describe what 
an image 
represents.  

VA:Re8.1.K 
a. With guidance, 
share 
observations 
comparing 
artworks. 

VA:Re9.1.K 
a. Explain 
reasons for 
selecting a 
preferred 
artwork.  

  

Cn  
Connecting 

VA:Cn10.1.K 
a. Explore the 
world using 
descriptive words 
and artistic work.  

VA:Cn11.1.K 
a. Identify a 
variety of forms 
of art and design. 

VA:Cn11.2.K 
a. Describe what 
it means to 
invent, and 
imagine an 
invention.  

   

 
  

NYS Common Core Standards

 ELA  MATH



1st Grade

Critical Thinking 

• Transform personal experiences into original artwork using the elements of art.
• Compare and contrast art using the elements of art as a point of reference.
• Discuss how art communicates ideas and evokes feelings.
• Evaluate works from artists and students and interpret the artist’s intention, using 

age-appropriate art vocabulary.
• Apply self-reflection strategies to improve art skills and art concepts

OverView of the Visual Arts

Objectives

• Explain the rules and procedures of the  
art room

• Describe the purpose and use of basic   
art materials and supplies 

• Begin to recognize and use art               
vocabulary and phrases when discussing 
and describing an artwork

Outcomes 

Students will continue to use 
foundational art vocabulary words 
with focus on the Elements of Art, 
indicating their understanding by 
defining art terminology at the end 
of this unit.

Vocabulary: Visual arts     Artist     Materials     Environment 



1st Grade

Art History and Cultural Contributions
The historical significance of each art project will be an integral part of every lesson 
throughout the academic school year.

Objectives
●Discuss the historical significance of art in 
our lives
●Compare and contrast themes in artwork 
using historical and cultural context 
●Demonstrate critiquing skills and strate-
gies when looking at and talking about art
●Discuss diverse cultural traditions that 
have inspired art creation
identify the roles of people who work in art 
museums and other venues

      Outcomes

Explain at least 2 themes found 
in works of art. Students will also 
be able to recall and refer to at 
least 1 historically significant   
aspect of an art project

Vocabulary: Culture   History    Themes    Critique    Exhibit



1st Grade

Objectives
• Complete all projects that may have been 

assigned
• Explain and discuss how they created their 

artwork
• Relate and reference their artwork to art 

history
• Reflect on the meaning or their feelings about 

their work verbally and through writing
• select artwork based on a theme or concept 

for an exhibit
• explore how art work should be perpared for 

presentation

Outcomes

Students should have produced 
at least 5 art pieces for their 
portfolio indicating mastery of all             
curriculum components at the 1st 
grade level. The portfolio should 
include evidence of the techniques, 
concepts, cultural connections, 
art history, and thinking skills           
developed through instruction over 
the year. 

Assessment and Portfolio Review

End of Year Expectations

1. Recognize lines, colors, shapes, textures and patterns
2. Identify lines, colors, shapes, textures and patterns in a given artwork
3. Identify direction and types of lines (horizontal, vertical, diagonal, curved, zig-zag, 

etc.)
4. Visually differentiate two-dimensional work from three-dimensional work
5. Identify and discuss subject matter and themes in general terms (landscape,      

seasons, animals, etc.).
6. Use scissors, pencils, glue, crayons, markers, clay, brushes and paint                 

appropriately and in a safe manner
7. reate various works based on age-appropriate themes art using the above        

materials 
8. Observe, analyze, and evaluate art work in small and large groups
9. Demonstrate growth in developmentally appropriate art understandings, which      

include progression towards mastery in art skills, application of art techniques, use 
of academic art vocabulary, and concept building 














